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Accelerated Options

Advanced Placement Program – AP

Advanced International Certificate of 
Education – AICE (Cambridge)

International Baccalaureate – IB

Dual Enrollment - DE



Advanced Placement Program

Advanced Placement (AP) is a global program created by the College 
Board in 1952 which offers college-level curricula and examinations to 
high school students. 

American colleges and universities may grant placement and course 
credit to students who obtain a passing score on the examinations. 

The AP curriculum for each of the various subjects is created for the 
College Board by a panel of experts and college-level educators in that 
field of study. For a high school course to have the designation, the 
course must be audited by the College Board to ascertain that it 
satisfies the AP curriculum. If the course is approved, the school may 
use the AP designation and the course will be publicly listed on the AP 
Course Ledger. 

AP Capstone Diploma is awarded to students who successfully 
complete six AP courses and pass the respective course exams.



Advanced Placement Program

Broward AP Scores– 2022*
Total Exams: 24,353
Pass Rate : 58%

Pre-pandemic pass rate in 2019: 59.2%
• Data from College Board*



Cambridge Program
Part of University of Cambridge

Cambridge offers a broad and balanced study and 
educates the whole child. The learning process is student 
centered, active, inquiry based, and collaborative. It also 
helps develop independent study skills which universities 
value highly.

Cambridge (AICE) Diploma is an internationally recognized 
curriculum and examination program offered at high 
school level.

Cambridge is offered at all school levels. 6 ES, 16 MS, 25 HS

Over 500 US universities accept Cambridge students 
including all Ivy League universities.

Search http://recognition.cambridgeinternational.org/ to 
see what Cambridge courses universities credit

http://recognition.cambridgeinternational.org/


Cambridge AICE Program

Comparison of Broward / National – SY 2022
Broward

Total Exams: 20,270
Pass Rate : 77%

National:
Pass Rate: 69%

• International:
• Pass Rate: 74%



AICE (Cambridge) 
Diploma Program

Earn 7 credits
Pass Global Perspective and Research course and exam
Achieve at least one credit from each of the following 
groups:

Group 1:  Mathematics and Sciences
Group 2:  Languages
Group 3:  Arts and Humanities
Group 4:  Interdisciplinary subjects

Many different course choices within each group 
(check with school to see what they offer)



AICE (Cambridge)
Bright Future requirements

Earn AICE Diploma prior to HS graduation with no college 
entrance exam requirements or

AICE Curriculum – 14 credits required from:
Core: Two credits of Global Perspective and Research - required
Group 1: Two credits from Math/Sciences-required
Group 2: Two credits from Languages-required
Group 3: Two credits from Arts/Humanities-required
Group 4: Interdisciplinary Skills-optional (4 credits max)
Six additional credits in any combination from above subject groups 
Minimum score required on SAT or ACT

75 to 100 Community Service Hours Required



International Baccalaureate
Program - IB

IB was founded in Geneva, Switzerland to prepare 
students for college, with a focus on creating “world 
citizens.”

IB Diploma is widely accepted at US and international 
universities.

IB Diploma program (DP) is high school  program which 
allows students to receive college credit for passing 
exams.

IB is offered at Middle (MYP) and Elementary (PYP) levels.

Search http://ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-
the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/ to see what 
IB courses universities credit

http://ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/


International Baccalaureate – IB
Diploma

IB diploma requires six interdisciplinary courses
Language Arts
World Language
Social Studies
Science
Mathematics
Arts/Electives

Write a research paper

Complete 150 hours of community service



Earn IB Diploma with no college entrance exam requirements or

Complete a minimum of 10 IB credits
Two credits each in three of the following areas and one credit each 
in the remaining three:

Language Arts
World Language
Social Studies
Science
Mathematics
Arts/Electives

One credit in Theory of Knowledge
Complete the Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requirement
Complete an extended essay

75 – 100 Voluntary Service Hours

International Baccalaureate – IB
Bright Futures Requirements



Dual Enrollment
Program - DE

Dual enrollment is one of a number of acceleration 
options available that enable students to pursue a 
rigorous curriculum for high school graduation, as 
well as earn credit toward a degree or industry 
certification. 

Must qualify

Grades 6-12 with a High School GPA

Course offering restrictions

No cost to the student



Dual Enrollment
Program - DE

BCPS has dual enrollment agreements with:

Broward College

University Of Florida

Florida Atlantic University

Florida International University

Embry-Riddle University



Dual Enrollment
Program – Bright Futures

What dual enrollment courses count toward a 
Bright Futures Scholarship? 

The Bright Futures Comprehensive Course 
Table (CCT) lists all courses considered for the 
Bright Futures state scholarships. 

https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse 

https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse


What’s the same between these 
programs?

All are rigorous college level courses

All are eligible for Bright Future Scholarship
IB and AICE diploma earning students do not need college 
entrance exam scores to qualify.
IB and AICE need 100 community service hours to qualify for the 
highest Bright Futures Award

All are eligible for increased quality points for GPA 
calculations

All are eligible for college credit

Florida accepts up to 45 total credit-by-exam credits.



What’s different about these 
programs?

IB and AICE (Cambridge) are international diploma 
programs.

AP are individual courses with exams. AP has the Capstone 
diploma program

Dual Enrollment are actual college courses

Some IB and AICE have eligibility requirements for Magnet 
Schools

Students must meet the minimum score on standardized 
assessments like the PERT/SAT/ACT to take dual enrollment 
courses



How do I choose the best program for 
my child?

Post-Secondary Plans
1) Contact the prospective post-secondary institution to 
determine exactly what courses/exams they accept.
2) Contact the BCPS high school to determine what 
accelerated options they offer.

AP/AICE/IB courses may be best option if the student is 
going out of state or to a preeminent  post-secondary 
institution.

DE courses may be the best option if the student plans 
to attend a Florida State University System School.

DE courses may not transfer to an out of state private or 
public post-secondary institution.



Need more 
Information?

Contact the individual BCPS school to see what advanced program 
and courses they offer.

Advanced Placement 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement

Cambridge https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-
us/parents-and-students/

International Baccalaureate https://ibo.org/benefits/benefits-for-
students/

Dual Enrollment http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-
system/academic-student-affairs/dual-enrollment.stml

Bright Futures http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/

State Statute Credit-by-Exam equivalencies State Board of 
Education rule 6A-10.024 Section 1007.27(2)

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-us/parents-and-students/
https://ibo.org/benefits/benefits-for-students/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/academic-student-affairs/dual-enrollment.stml
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/
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